COMMON   RUSH, Juncus effusus L.

387. Common Rush, Juncus effusus L. (X J); perennial with
closely matted root-stocks bearing dense tufts of rounded leaf-
Jess stems 2-3 ft high, clothed at the base with rather long brown
sheaths and full of soft
pith; only some of the
stems bear a bunch of
flowers about 6-8 in.
below the tip; flowers
(A, X 0) in mucK-branch-
ed loose cymes varying
greatly in number, some-
times quite few; each
flower (B, X 2$) with a
pair,, of thin lanceolate
bracts a;t the base;
perianth-segments (C, X
2J) subequal, very sharply
pointed, about as long as
the fruits (E, X li);
stamens 3, opposite the
iputer segments; ovary
'CD, X 4) ovoid; styles 3;
capsule rounded at the
top, with numerous very
small yellowish seeds (F,
X 5) (family Juncaceae).

This is very common
in Britain, and grows in
moist places in woods
and on heaths. It is
widely distributed in Asia and in both North and South America.
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